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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT[footnoteRef:1] [1:  (This is a guiding document. The Parties may supplement it (e.g., with provisions regarding intellectual property) or modify it if necessary. However, the Partnership Agreement must comply with the conditions set forth in Section 37 of Government Decree 563/2022 (XII. 23.) on the implementation of the Second Swiss-Hungarian Cooperation Programme)
] 


concluded by and between
........., as the component element implementer (registered office: .........; represented by: .........; tax number: .........; name of financial institution, account number: .........; institutional identifier: .........; IBAN: .........;SWIFT code: .........; statistical number: .........; registration number: .........; hereinafter referred to as the “Component Element Implementer”), and
........., as the component element partner (registered office: .........; represented by: .........; tax number: .........; name of financial institution, account number: .........; institutional identifier: .........; IBAN: .........;SWIFT code: .........; statistical number: .........; registration number: .........; hereinafter referred to as “Partner 1”)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Partnership Agreement shall be signed by authorised representatives.] 

and 
........., as the component element partner (registered office: .........; represented by: .........; tax number: .........; name of financial institution, account number: .........; institutional identifier: .........; IBAN: .........;SWIFT code: .........; statistical number: .........; registration number: .........; hereinafter referred to as “Partner 2”)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  May vary depending on the number of partners involved in the Partnership Agreement.] 

(Partner 1 and Partner 2, hereinafter jointly: Partner, the Component Element Implementer and the Partners hereinafter jointly: Parties) 
at the place and time indicated below, subject to the following conditions:

I.  Background and purpose of the agreement

1. The Component Element Implementer has submitted an application form to the ......... sub-programme of the call “SM02-RES-PC3-C - Support for Cooperation between Research Infrastructures” for the implementation of the component element code: ........., title: ......... (hereinafter: “component element”) in the framework of the “Research Programme Hungary” of the Second Swiss-Hungarian Cooperation Programme (hereinafter: “Cooperation Programme”).

2. Based on the decision of the National Research, Development and Innovation Office as the programme operator dated ........., the component element has been awarded a grant in the amount of HUF ........., i.e. ......... forints. 

3. This Partnership Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) shall be annexed to the Grant Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “GA”) between the Programme Operator and the Component Element Implementer for the component element and shall govern the rights and obligations of the Parties in order to implement the component element through mutual cooperation. 

4. The Parties acknowledge that they have taken note of the provisions for the implementation of the component element set out in the GA and of the laws and regulations applicable to the Parties as beneficiaries of the grant aid under the GA and that they accept to be bound by them upon entry into force of the GA.

5. By signing the Agreement, the Parties also express their intention to continue to cooperate after the completion of the component element in order to achieve the objectives of the component element and to provide adequate resources to sustain the results achieved so far.

6. The Component Element Implementer declares that this Agreement does not establish any legal relationship between the Parties that would be subject to the provisions of Act CXLIII of 2015 on Public Procurement or any other subcontracting relationship.


II.  Cooperation, rights and obligations of the Parties

1. In order to achieve the objective of the component element, the Parties establish a partnership by concluding this Agreement. The lead and coordinating institution of the partnership is the Component Element Implementer. 

2. The Component Element Implementer bears full and unlimited liability towards the Program Operator, as the granting organisation, for the implementation of the component element and for the lawful and contractual use of the grant aid. Under this Agreement, the Parties regulate the manner and extent of liability in their internal relationship, which, however, does not affect the ultimate liability of the Component Element Implementer to the Program Operator for any financial or professional irregularities, legal violations, or activities that contradict the GA and its annexes within the framework of the component element.

3. The Parties are committed to carrying out all activities included in the component element, achieving the agreed-upon results, and doing everything in their power to ensure the successful and efficient implementation of the component element.

4. For the implementation of the component element, the Parties undertake to carry out the following (sub)tasks in accordance with the schedule and budget set out in the application form for the funded component element:

	
	Specification of the Parties’ subtasks

	Description of eligible activity
	Component Element Implementer
	Partner 1
	Partner 2[footnoteRef:4] [4:  May vary depending on the number of partners involved in the Partnership Agreement.] 


	Eligible activity 1[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The content of the funded component element shall be used to define the eligible activities and to set out the related subtasks of the Parties.
] 

	(subtask specification)
	(subtask specification)
	(subtask specification)

	Eligible activity 2
	
	
	

	Eligible activity 3
	
	
	





5. In the performance of their duties under the Agreement, the Parties shall cooperate with each other and shall use their best endeavours to achieve the objectives set out in the GA.
	
6. The Parties shall have the right to request information from each other within a reasonable period of time in connection with the performance of their duties under this Agreement, and the Parties shall provide the requested information within the time limits.

7. The Parties shall cooperate with the other bodies involved in the implementation of the component element, in particular the Programme Operator, the National Managing Authority, the intermediate body, the audit authority, the certifying authority and the Swiss authorities.


III.  Communication, contacts

1. The Parties designate the following persons to be in permanent contact with each other in connection with the performance of the tasks under the Agreement:

Contact person on the part of the Component Element Implementer:
Name, position: ...............................
the institution’s mail address: .............................
Phone number: ...............................
E-mail: ............................... 

Contact person for the partner: 
Name, position: ................................
the institution’s mail address: ................................
Phone number: ...............................
E-mail: ...............................

2. If the Parties designate a different contact person, they shall inform each other in writing without delay, but no later than 3 working days.

3. The official language of the relations between the Parties and of all communication under the Agreement shall be Hungarian, and if the Partnership includes a Swiss partner, the official language of communication shall be English.

4. The Component Element Implementer maintains the contact with the Intermediate Body and the Programme Operator for the component element.

5. Pursuant to clause VI.1.3 of the GA, the Component Element Implementer is obliged to inform the Programme Operator and the Intermediate Body of any changes affecting the component element, and in order to comply with this obligation, the Partner is obliged to inform the Component Element Implementer immediately of any changes concerning its own person, data or the part of the component element it is to carry out. The Component Element Implementer shall keep the Partner fully informed of changes to the component element.

6. The Parties shall include in their communications relating to the component element, in official documents, and in the communication to third parties and to the public, the branding of the Cooperation Programme and the fact of the financial contribution of the Cooperation Programme.


IV.  Financial provisions

1. The Partner’s share of the aid awarded for the component element under point I.2: 

Partner 1: HUF........................, i.e. ................................................forints.
Partner 2: HUF........................, i.e. ................................................forints.6

2. The Partner shall be entitled to receive support under point IV.1 for the costs actually incurred in implementing the component element and eligible under the provisions of the GA. The total budget of the Partner, including, where relevant, the level of co-financing to be provided by the Partner, is set out in Annex 3 to the Agreement.

3. The Partner shall declare its VAT status under national laws in line with Annex 1 to the Agreement.

4. The Partner[footnoteRef:6] [6: 6 May vary depending on the number of Partners involved in the Partnership Agreement. ] 


is 

a) not entitled 

OR 

b) entitled[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Delete the unnecessary part] 


to report general (indirect) expenses on the basis of Annex 3 of the GA and in accordance with the Implementation Guide and its Annex 1 (Financial Reporting Guide).

5. The partner is entitled to receive the grant aid in HUF and must therefore report costs in HUF.
The Partner shall convert the costs incurred in a different currency into HUF at the exchange rate of the Partner’s account-keeping bank applicable at the time of the payment, or, in the absence thereof, at the daily exchange rate set by the Hungarian National Bank (hereinafter: MNB). The costs incurred in a currency not quoted by the MNB must be converted into HUF at the mid-market exchange rate published by the European Central Bank on the date of the payment.

6. The Partner shall confirm the availability of the own resources to be provided by it in the document attached as Annex 6 to the GA7.

OR

The Partner does not provide any own resources for the component element.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Delete the unnecessary part] 


7. The Partner shall provide a security for the grant aid to which it is entitled, confirmed by the document attached as Annex 4 to the GA. 

OR

The Partner does not have to provide a security for the grant aid to which it is entitled.

8. The right to dispose of the following assets resulting from the implementation of the component element is vested in the Partner, who undertakes to fulfil the maintenance obligations under the GA:

	Party’s name (Component Element Implementer/Partner 1/Partner 2 etc.)
	Description of asset (equipment or real estate)
	Related eligible activity
	Estimated value
HUF

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



9. The Partner shall declare the public procurement procedures planned under the component element as set out in Annex 2.

10. The Parties undertake to comply with the relevant accounting, tax, social security and public procurement laws in the use of the grant.


V.  Reporting and disbursement of aid 

1. The Component Element Implementer is responsible for fulfilling the reporting obligations under the GA and for preparing and submitting payment requests to the Programme Operator through the Intermediate Body as specified in the GA. The Partner shall contribute to the fulfilment of these tasks as detailed in this chapter.

2. The Partner will support the Component Element Implementer in the preparation of the progress reports, including the related payment requests, and will contribute to the preparation of the annual programme reports, the final report and the maintenance reports. The information and other data related to the activities of the Partner and necessary for the preparation of the reports shall be made available by the Partner to the Component Element Implementer at least 10 working days before the deadline for the reporting obligation of the Component Element Implementer set out in the GA and shall allow the Component Element Implementer to verify the adequacy of the data.

3. In order to claim support for eligible costs incurred by the Partner, the Partner shall submit its financial report to the Component Element Implementer in accordance with the following timetable.
The Partner shall be entitled to submit to the Component Element Implementer a financial report for the following periods, up to the deadlines indicated herein, in order for the Component Element Implementer to draw up the payment request to be submitted for the component element as a whole: 

	Reporting period
	Deadline for submitting the financial report

	1 January - 30 June
	10 working days after the end of the reporting period

	1 July - 31 December
	10 working days after the end of the reporting period



The first reporting period, if it does not start on the first day of the reporting periods specified above, runs from the date of signature of the GA until the end of the next reporting period. The last reporting period runs from the end of the penultimate reporting period to the end of the implementation period of the component element.

4. The financial report of the Partner shall include all documents and information necessary to enable the Component Element Implementer to properly submit to the Intermediate Body a request for payment of the aid to the Partner, in particular a textual justification of the costs to be declared and copies of the documents and certified supporting documents justifying the costs incurred, as described in the Implementation Guide and its Annex 1 (Accounting Aid).

5. If the financial report of the Partner are in order, the Component Element Implementer shall include the costs incurred by the Partner in the payment request submitted to the Intermediate Body.

6. Under the Agreement, the Partner is entitled to the following advance:

Partner 1: HUF........................, i.e. ................................................forints.
Partner 2: HUF........................, i.e. ................................................forints.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  May vary depending on the number of partners involved in the Partnership Agreement.] 


The payment of the advance shall be made in the manner set out in point V.7.

7. On the basis of the Agreement, the Component Element Implementer shall assign the amount of the grant to which the Partner is entitled, as accounted for by the Partner, certified by the intermediate body and approved by the National Managing Authority, to the Partner, so that the grant to which the Partner is entitled is paid by the National Managing Authority directly to the bank account number of the Partner indicated in the payment request submitted by the Component Element Implementer.

8. The Parties are required to maintain an analytical record of the nature, value, amount and use of the grant aid, ensuring the separation of the grant aid received under the component element from other state and non-state budgetary aids and other revenues, as well as enabling the detailed verification of its use at any time 

9. In the event that the National Managing Authority calls on the Component Element Implementer to repay an advance or grant already paid, the Partner undertakes to transfer to the Component Element Implementer the part of the grant to be repaid which was established for reasons attributable to the Partner, within 5 working days of receipt of the repayment notice, in order to enable the Component Element Implementer to fulfil its repayment obligations under the GA. The Component Element Implementer must ensure that the repayment notice is delivered to the Partner.


VI.  Record-keeping, retention and audit compliance obligations

1. The Parties shall ensure the transparent and segregated record-keeping and archiving of printed and electronic documents generated in connection with their activities related to the implementation of the component element, and shall provide access to such documents to the competent authorities.

2. Pursuant to the Agreement, the Party whose activity resulted in the creation of a given document shall be responsible for the retention of the original copy of that document. The Partner shall provide the Component Element Implementer with certified copies of documents generated in relation to the professional and financial implementation of the component element, as well as those supporting the implementation and use of the grant aid. 

3. The Parties commit to enabling, without delay, the audit and inspection of the implementation of the component element and the use of the grant by any duly authorized entity, including any organization or individual acting on their behalf. The Parties expressly agree to cooperate with auditing bodies and to provide immediate, full, and unrestricted access to all relevant information, documents, individuals, private or public buildings, and facilities necessary for the inspection. 

4. The Parties acknowledge that if, in connection with the fulfilment of the Agreement, they gain access to classified data, trade secrets, personal data, or confidential information, they shall handle such information in accordance with the applicable legal provisions, including Act CXII of 2011 on Informational Self-Determination and Freedom of Information, Act LIV of 2018 on the Protection of Trade Secrets, and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The Parties undertake to label storage mediums containing classified data accordingly and to ensure that they provide each other access to data in their possession that is necessary for the implementation of the component element. The Parties shall only make data in their possession available to third parties directly involved in the implementation of the component element, to the extent strictly necessary for the implementation. They shall also provide a written declaration committing to taking all necessary measures to safeguard such data. The Parties are required to continuously monitor compliance with these obligations and ensure their enforcement. The confidentiality obligations set forth in this section shall remain in effect throughout the term of the Agreement and for the period prescribed by applicable data protection laws.


VII.  Amendment, termination and expiry of the Agreement 

1. The Parties shall promptly notify each other in writing of any obstacle that prevents or makes performance impossible, as well as any event that may lead to modifications in the implementation of the component element, thereby necessitating amendments to the conditions set out in the Agreement.

2. If the amendment of the Agreement also requires a modification of the GA, the Component Element Implementer shall be responsible for reporting the changes and initiating the modification of the GA.

3. The Agreement may only be amended in writing, by mutual consent, and with the signatures of duly authorized representatives of the Parties. Given that the Agreement is an integral part of the GA, any amendment to the Agreement shall only take effect at the specified time upon approval by the Programme Operator.

4. The Agreement is concluded for a fixed term and shall expire upon the complete fulfilment of the Parties’ mutual obligations arising from the Agreement and the GA. The Parties may terminate the Agreement prior to the expiry of its term under point IX.1 only in exceptional cases, in the following ways:

a) by mutual agreement;
b) by unilateral withdrawal, through a formal notice addressed to the other Party, in the event of a serious breach by the other Party.

5. In the cases referred to in points 4.a) and b), the Component Element Implementer shall immediately inform the Programme Operator and the Intermediate Body of the intention to terminate the Agreement and shall initiate any necessary modification of the GA resulting from the termination of the Agreement. 
6. The Parties acknowledge that the GA may only be amended if the eligible activity would have also been eligible under the modified conditions. 

7. If the termination or expiry of the Agreement results in the Programme Operator withdrawing from the GA, and if the Component Element Implementer is consequently required to repay the grant aid, the provisions of point V.9 of the Agreement shall remain in force until the repayment obligation is fully discharged.

8. If, following the termination or expiry of the Agreement, the Programme Operator does not withdraw from the GA, the rights and obligations of the Partner under the Agreement shall be transferred to the Component Element Implementer. In particular, the Partner shall transfer any asset created with the grant during the implementation of the component element, as specified in point IV.8, to the Component Element Implementer, who shall continue to utilize it in accordance with the objectives of the component element and the obligations set out in the GA.


VIII.  Dispute resolution

1. The Parties shall endeavour to settle any disagreement or dispute between them arising under or in connection with this Agreement amicably, out of court, by amicable settlement through direct negotiation.

2. If such negotiations between the Parties is inconclusive, the Parties shall submit to the jurisdiction of the District Court of ......... in cases within the jurisdiction of the district court, and to the jurisdiction of the Regional Court of ......... in cases within the jurisdiction of the regional court.

3. Hungarian law shall govern all matters relating to the Agreement.


IX.  Closing provisions

1. The Agreement shall enter into force upon signature by the Parties on the date of entry into force of the Grant Agreement and shall remain in force until the termination or expiry of the Grant Agreement.

2. The following Annexes form an integral part of this Agreement:

1. annex: VAT declaration by the partner
2. annex: Declaration by the partner on the public procurement procedures planned under the component element
3. annex: Summary budget of the partner[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Where relevant.] 


This Agreement is executed on ........., in ... original, mutually identical copies, both in form and substance, which, having been read and mutually understood, are hereby signed by the Parties at the place and time indicated below, in full agreement with each other.

Dated:


	............................
	.............................

	on  behalf of the Component Element Implementer:
<name>
<title>

	on behalf of Partner 1
<name>
<title>


	

.............................

	on behalf of Partner 2[footnoteRef:11] [11:  May vary depending on the number of partners involved in the Partnership Agreement.] 

<name>
<title>
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